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Village ﬁghts
‘double’ plan
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Thorncombe it should be
in the region of 50 houses
and not towards the top
ctid of the priority village
scale of 150.

This was also the feeling
of the district council’s
chief planning officer at
the time, Desmond
Derrien, as the roads were
seen as insufficient to cope
with much more than 50
extra houses.

Thorncombe was desig-
nated as a priority village
in the County Structure
Plan, meaning that effort
should be made to retain
its school and other facili-
ties in return for which
development of 50 to 150
new homes was suggested.

Mr Bennett said the dis-
trict council planning auth-
ority had allowed an “un-
reasonable” density of
houses in the face of con-
stant opposition from the
village community.

“They have been ignored
by planning officials and
elected members of West
Dorset District Council

Arson
attack
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of new tyres and it could
have been a disaster.”

Mr Hawkins added that
the clean-up process had
been time-consuming and
dirty as special chemicals
had to be used.

Police Sergeant
Gammon said: “We are in-
vestigating the cause,
which we are treating as
suspicious.

“We think the fire start-

Clive

alike, who have, in ignor-
ing the findings of Mr
Derrien and the county
surveyor, made no attempt
to adhere to the district
council’s own policy on
density,” he added.

District council spokes-
man Bill Raymond said:
“At the moment there is
planning permission for up
to about 100 houses, which
meets the 50 to 150 criteria
and we are committed to
that as per the County
Structure Plan.”

Mr Raymond added that
the county surveyor had
no objection to these pro-
posals because they were
part of the structure plan,
and that the district coun-
cil was having ongoing dis-
cussions with the parish
council.

District councillor Ian
Gillespie felt the proposals
should not have been per-
mitted in the first place,
but said efforts now had to
be made to ensure the
development was reason-
able and to prevent it from
being an eyesore.

Mr_ Farlev  felt_ t=waus:

housing was needed if
there was a demand, but
he said the time for that
was 30 years ago, when a
lot of young people were
forced to leave Thorn-
combe because of a lack of
affordable housing there.

@ The parish council has
urged parishioners to
attend a meeting in the
village hall on April 6 at
7.30 pm to discuss the cur-
rent planning applications
and their effect on Thorn-
combe’s future, before
they are discussed by the
district council in May. The
plans will be on display
from 2pm to 9pm.
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